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By Miss Doris Fung
Noble Corryn Qianyi (2A) Rheanne Mangali Lo (2B)

Fontanilla Ronel Rullan (2C) Cheung Sze Ting, Natalie (2C)

Learning Chinese sounds easy to many Hong Kong kids as Cantonese is their mother
language. However, learning a foreign language is not an easy task if there is not enough support
from families and friends.

In our school, some kids can speak English well. However, their performance in Chinese is
not satisfactory. Even some of them score a pass mark, the process of learning Chinese is difficult
and harsh for them.

Herein | interview some students. Honestly, they all agree that learning Chinese is
demanding. However, they do try out a lot of attempts to overcome all the difficulties.

2A Corryn says, ‘To learn Chinese, | watch television. I am keen on watching cartoons but
only some of them have Chinese titles. Beyond that, my Putonghua is better than my Cantonese
because my mum speaks Putonghua to me every day. To learn something difficult, I think studying
it every day is very important.’

2B Rheanne suggests, ‘I do not know many Chinese words as I think they are difficult to
learn. | am a bit sad whenever | get my result. Luckily, my dad helps me a lot on my homework.
As the new year comes, | set my new resolution. I must read Chinese books every day with my
dad’s help. At least I can do the Chinese homework on my own.’

2C Natalie responds, ‘To learn Chinese, I ask my friends to teach me. My mum helps me a
lot, but still I have learning difficulties in recognizing the Chinese characters. Yet, | tell myself to
act something to see how far | can study well. | am not good at reading Chinese. Maybe | can
listen to Chinese stories. Perhaps some reading buddies can help me.’

2C Ronel replies, ‘The Chinese writing is the most difficult. The strokes of Chinese
characters are too complicated. Though | have learnt the strokes since kindergarten, there are too
many types to be learnt when | get promoted year after year. To overcome this, | always remind
myself the stroke song and | need to write the Chinese characters from top to the bottom and from
left to the right. Moreover, | need to thank my Chinese teacher who always asks me to write the
Chinese characters on the board and corrects my strokes.’

Kids, if you find learning English difficult, why don’t you try some ways to overcome the
difficulties like these guys of learning Chinese?
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