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Le(lrll ' ng to tUke l'espons i bi | ity Once a child has learnt to walk

independently, he will start to enjoy running around. Parents tend to repeat

“be careful when you run” for fear the child will fall and get hurt. The truth is that
children are small in size and their falls from running will not do them much harm. In
the absence of over-anxious adults, many children will simply pick themselves up and
start running again. Soon they will learn how to keep their balance and avoid tripping
and falling. By then, they would respond to adults’ caution “don’t’ run so fast, you’ll
fall” with a confident “don’t’ worry, I won’t fall!” Parents are mainly concerned with
their own children and their safety. They are not aware that it is more important for
children, once they have mastered the skill of working and running, to learn which
setting where running is appropriate and acceptable, and be responsible for their
behaviour. It is all right to run around in parks, playgrounds and on tracks but not
acceptable in shopping malls, restaurants or crowded places. This is not just for
children’s own safety but also for safety of others. We have all heard of, and probably
know victims of, incidents in restaurants where children running resulted in injuries,
either of other children, restaurant staff, or fellow diners. There are people who have
been hurt in shopping malls ir on sidewalk, having been knocked down, or literally run
over, by running children. The elderly are particularly vulnerable as they are slower to
get out of the way of charging youngsters and suffer more from their falls. We should
therefore teach children the possible consequences if their behaviour at an early stage
so that they can develop a sense of responsibility for their own actions.
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Story telling

% Characters and ending of a story

% Write the feeling

% Games: word search, puzzle, rhymes, matching
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