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Taking 900d care of one’s helongings

Children grow up and learn to differentiate between what’s “theirs™ and what’s not.
However, knowing which things belong to them does not necessary mean they will
know how to take good care of their belongings. In order to shape this sense of
responsibility in our youngsters, there is an essential learning process. They need to
practise taking care of their own belongings. Many children today have their school
bags carried by their maids and their octopus cards are even held and swiped for them.
It would be unrealistic to expect them to be able to take good care of their school bags
and octopus cards if they have never had to be responsible for them. Many parents
believe that their children will develop these skills when they grow up, only to learn
that when these youngsters go abroad to study that they will lose their books and keys
one day and then their passports, bank cards or laptops the next. It would be hard for
these young people to concentrate on their studies if they are so overwhelmed with
difficulties in simply keeping track of their daily belongings.

It is also important to avoid providing children with excuses when they have
misplaced their things. Parents are all too ready to blame others, and never the
children themselves when they have lost something:

the maids are careless, the teachers are too demanding, ?

or the other students are greedy, and even more common, ¢, Y Y

and ridiculous, are the parents blaming themselves, sometimes for not getting their
children a model that “will not be lost or stolen so easily”. The bottom line is if
children are never taught that taking care of their belongings is their responsibility, it
will not be possible to ask them to have a sense of responsibility for these belongings.
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